Driftless Area
Restoration Effort

Presented to the National Fish Habitat Board

September 18, 2025
Minneapolis, MN

Every River TROUT
Needs A Champion Bl




TROUT
|:|HL|H|TED




.\\

i M -‘\, sade
| ey Ty ST s '~.,t'- N S
: '-\I.'.'a ‘;v.f.s; m . . -

o
SISl W

e s g S




Pre-settlement

wet prairie sedge meadow

Post-settlement

cropland Box:ehder prairie






NP Fish Habitat Partnerships {j

LR \1 March 2008 —
AT F
E‘-; J Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership .
’:"fg&;";-iﬁi f__,-"; Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture T h e F I rSt CO h O rt
\?n :l Western Native Trout Initiative

Driftless Area Restoration Effort DARE among the first partnerships

Matanuska-Susitna Basin Salmen Conservation Part . : : -
B Hsn ' val : * The Driftless Area Restoration Effort has its origin

story in a 2004 grassroots meeting among TU
chapters and partners to expand restoration efforts
through collaboration
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Annual Driftless Area Symposiums
2006 to present

X l A Look Back at Driftless Area Science to

@  Plan for Resiliency in an Uncertain Future

Spedial Publication of the 11% Annual Driftless Area Symposium

E remote sensing HI:EI:LJ

Article
Applying High-Resolution Satellite and UAS Imagery for

Detecting Coldwater Inputs in Temperate Streams of the Iowa
Driftless Region

Niti B. Mishra 42+, Michael . Siepker * and CGreg Simmons *
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Our landscape &
shared priorities

Major Waterway TU Chap. Priority
D Hydrologic Unit (Huc 8) s Restored Segments
© UrbanArea ~——— 303d
] TUDARE Project Area DNR Priority
Number of Agency Priorities
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Conservation
Portfolio

Brook Trout Conservation across the native range

Cault Ste

-New analysis for the Driftless Area
-Updated analysis for the Great Lakes

-New components and analysis for Eastern Brook
Trout Joint Venture
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AR Trout fishing has $1.6 billion annual
R economic impact in Driftless Area

Paul A. Smith Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
3 \ E Published 4:28 p.m. CT May 6, 2017 | Updated 8:08 p.m. CT May 6, 2017

(= o X = A

(AP) - Fishing generates

about $1 billion for the
economy of the Driftless
Area, which includes
parts of southeastern
Minnesota and
southwestern
Wisconsin, according to
a report released

Monday.
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Secrets of the Streams!

o A
Y .

... o e Education &
" Outreach

Learn identification and the importance of | DARE-funded science
these elusive fish and collaborate with

others passionate about sculpin! , e Co-hosted with UW-L and Native Fish Coalition
2 [ i

: . * Local newspaper reporter attended
Observe mottled and slimy sculpin that are

native to Wisconsin coldwater streams! e Partners and citizens participated

Kick-off the upcoming graduate research
project focused on sculpin in the Kickapoo
River drainage.

WDNR Maple Dale Creek fishing area May 17, 2025
parking lot: H55F+J4 Viroqua, Wisconsin 10:00am-12:00pm

FRESHWATER
ECOLOGY & MANAGEMENT
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WiseH20 Water Quality by Anglers

A mobile-app based water quality assessment for education & outreach

Test strip-based

Parameters: pH,
phosphorus, nitrogen,
alkalinity, hardness,
temperature, turbidity

Mobile phone submitted

Portable, quick, requires
few supplies

& WiseH20 €

PH

Immediate results

Results are viewed
immediately and
interpretive information
explains the data for water
guality and fish impacts
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Crowdsourced database

Data are backed up to a

database that can be used

for further research or
evaluation
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Youth

DARE reaches youth through hands on activities
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Waterfestivals & Habitat Boxes Build Habitat

Environmental Days i/f
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Stream Restoration

Riffles, pools, meanders

The stream restoration focal objectives are: -Dampen flood pulses
-Reconnect the channel with the floodplain

-Remove the drainage effects of the ditch to
restore 50 acres of sedge wetland

-Create habitat within the channel with riffle
and wood installations over 6,000 -Increases stream length by 2,700’ ‘[

-Outcome of increasing trout occupancy and -Improve groundwater — channel Every River 'i'EOUT

demographics connectivity Needs A Champion Bl



Floodplain
Connectivity

Restoring Interaction

* Project will cut off flow in the ditch and reroute flows
into the historic meander channel
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Total Projects
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2022-2025 NFHP Projects
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People Engaged*® Organizations

Science Products ¢ i
*zmee 2021 Partnering on Praject
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Trout Unlimited welcomes projects under Driftless  ¢5° “%¢,

Area Habitat for the Wild & Rare Regional é‘& . "f:np

Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), funded t 4 g

through 2028 by the U.S. Department of Agriculture ¥, "V - i\;&”
Y33 NO

(USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS)

Trout Unlimited works with
landowners and growers to
improve farm stewardship. They
establish habitats in streams and
adjacent land to support trout
and other wildlife species, while
reducing erosion and nutrient
loss.

Examples of practices used to
improve habitat, slow the release
of sediment and nutrients into
water systems, and improve
water quality.

b\ Cross
Channel

Log

Root

Wads
Boulder Riparian
Cluster Planting

: 7 Contact Trout Unlimited Today!
Wisconsin EQIP/RCPP Sara Strassman: (608) 668-1632
Deadlines sara.strassman@tu.org
Application: May 16, 2025 Paul Krahn: (608) 606-0565
Ranking: June 20, 2025 paul.krahn@tu.org

Peter Jonas: (608) 323-2006
peter.jonas@tu.org

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



Outdoor Heritage Fund
Your Legacy at Work

This map represents completed projects

 Groups that develop projects:

e County Field Offices

State Fish Habitat Crews

Trout Unlimited Chapters & Councils
Conservation Groups

Individual Landowners




16 years
Partners match S15M
EQIP S11 M

5 Year Goals 2023-2028

k, LSOHC — > -Restore 30 miles of stream o’
DALCI - $1.2M % -Improve 400 acres of riparian habitat e e
. RCPP-$29M 3 -Reduce sediment loads by 3500 tons F e
RCPP - $9.2M 2 -Remove 3500 lbs of phosphorus
" NFHAP-S2M 3 | - |
LJJ( S65+M Bring $15M of funding into Driftless |
*‘\ Q’* 350+miles watersheds \
b s Expand our partnership to broaden
S Y, N?:*fi & /

benefits (social, environmental,
recreational)

il AL e
1 S - e “*‘u i

& £023-2028
* RCPP - $16.1M (partner + federal)
§ LSOHC - $5M

& NFHP — ($250K * 5yr) $1.25M

# EQIP - estimated $500K NFWF

¥ Foundations -- $200K, $200K



Driftless Area
Restoration Effort

Thank you!

£IFISH HABITAT
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Driftless Area Team

Sara Strassman Paul Krahn Cameron Aker Peter Jonas

Director & DARE Coordinator Stream Restoration Specialist lowa Engagement Coordinator Partnerships Specialist
Wisconsin Wisconsin lowa Wisconsin
Every River

Needs A Champion
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A Bit About Your
Coordinator

Sara Strassman, Trout Unlimited

WISCONSIN LA-CROSSE
) DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN

mn-’

“ MNATURAL RESOURCES

AMERICAN
)Y RIVERS

UPPER
MiIssISsIPPI
RIVER
CONSERVATION
COMMITTEE

1993 X 2023
UNIVERSITY OF

MICHIGAN Every River
Needs A Champion Bl
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