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A unique landscape
54,500 miles of streams

 3,595 designated trout streams

Species priorities:
Trout
Sculpin
Brook lamprey
Black redhorse
Smallmouth bass









The First Cohort
DARE among the first partnerships 

• The Driftless Area Restoration Effort has its origin 
story in a 2004 grassroots meeting among TU 
chapters and partners to expand restoration efforts 
through collaboration



Science Activities



Annual Driftless Area Symposiums
2006 to present



Our landscape & 
shared priorities



Conservation 
Portfolio
Brook Trout Conservation across the native range

-New analysis for the Driftless Area

-Updated analysis for the Great Lakes

-New components and analysis for Eastern Brook 
Trout Joint Venture





Before 2022 September 2025



Education & 
Outreach
DARE-funded science

• Co-hosted with UW-L and Native Fish Coalition

• Local newspaper reporter attended

• Partners and citizens participated



WiseH2O Water Quality by Anglers
A mobile-app based water quality assessment for education & outreach

Test strip-based

Parameters: pH, 
phosphorus, nitrogen, 
alkalinity, hardness, 
temperature, turbidity

Mobile phone submitted

Portable, quick, requires 
few supplies

Immediate results

Results are viewed 
immediately and 
interpretive information 
explains the data for water 
quality and fish impacts

Crowdsourced database

Data are backed up to a 
database that can be used 
for further research or 
evaluation



Youth 
DARE reaches youth through hands on activities 

Waterfestivals & 
Environmental Days

Habitat Boxes 
Build Habitat 



Restoration



Fancy Creek 1937
A meandering Driftless stream

• Agriculture was pushing into the valley, with hay and 
pasture in the bottoms and cropping on drier sites

• Around 1947, a ditch was dug to promote drainage of 
the valley bottom

• The site never became agricultural ground and the 
old meander channel was not destroyed



Stream Restoration
Riffles, pools, meanders

The stream restoration focal objectives are:
-Reconnect the channel with the floodplain

-Remove the drainage effects of the ditch to 
restore 50 acres of sedge wetland

-Create habitat within the channel with riffle 
and wood installations over 6,000’ 

-Outcome of increasing trout occupancy and 
demographics

-Dampen flood pulses

-Increases stream length by 2,700’

-Improve groundwater – channel 
connectivity



Floodplain 
Connectivity
Restoring Interaction

• Project will cut off flow in the ditch and reroute flows 
into the historic meander channel









2022-2025 NFHP Projects
35 miles

$4M non-
NFHP 
funds



• Groups that develop projects:
• County Field Offices
• State Fish Habitat Crews
• Trout Unlimited Chapters & Councils
• Conservation Groups
• Individual Landowners



Strategies

5 Year Goals 2023-2028

-Restore 30 miles of stream
-Improve 400 acres of riparian habitat
-Reduce sediment loads by 3500 tons 
-Remove 3500 lbs of phosphorus

Bring $15M of funding into Driftless 
watersheds
Expand our partnership to broaden 
benefits (social, environmental, 
recreational)

Achievem
ents

2023-2028
RCPP - $16.1M (partner + federal)
LSOHC – $5M
NFHP – ($250K * 5yr) $1.25M
EQIP – estimated $500K NFWF
Foundations -- $200K, $200K



Driftless Area 
Restoration Effort 
Thank you!



Driftless Area Team

Sara Strassman Paul Krahn Cameron Aker Peter Jonas

Director & DARE Coordinator

Wisconsin

Stream Restoration Specialist

Wisconsin

Iowa Engagement Coordinator

Iowa

Partnerships Specialist

Wisconsin



A Bit About Your 
Coordinator
Sara Strassman, Trout Unlimited
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