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   National Hydrography Dataset (NHD, NHDplus)  
   https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/nhdplus-national-hydrography-dataset-plus 
The NHD is the Foundation 
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   Water Quality Portal  
   https://www.waterqualitydata.us 

• Interagency water quality 
monitoring data hub 

 
• Hosts data from > 400 

states, tribes, local orgs 
 

• Much of the data used for 
state healthy/impaired 
assessment decisions 

 
• Sequel to EPA STORET 
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• ATTAINS is the tracking system for 
state-submitted surface water quality 
assessment conclusions: 
– What waters are being assessed 
– Their designated use support  
– State conclusions on 

impairment/non-impairment and 
causes 

– TMDLs, Alternatives, Protection 
Plans, and other improvement 
actions  

– Does not contain the locally 
collected monitoring data 

• Major ATTAINS redesign soon TBA 

ATTAINS (Assessment Total Maximum Daily Load 
Tracking and Implementation System) 
 https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_index.home 
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How’s My 
Waterway 

(www.epa.gov/mywaterway) 
 

EPA’s Office of Water designed 
How’s My Waterway 1.0  to 
deliver water quality information 
quickly and more clearly: 

• an easy to use web tool 

• focus on local waters 

• instant results 

• map or list format 

• plain-English descriptions 

• uses the same scientific data 
that States report to EPA. 
 
            

How’s My Waterway (1.0) 
www.epa.gov/mywaterway   

http://www.epa.gov/mywaterway
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How’s My Waterway  

Version 2.0  
  (coming soon!)  

• Search 

• Discover 

• Learn in Plain English 

• Get to the Data 
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• A web area of methods, tools 
and references for identifying 
causes of biological degradation 
in waters 

 
• Sequel to the widely-used 

Stressor Identification process 
 
• Developed, peer-reviewed & 

maintained by EPA/ORD/NCEA 

Causal Analysis/Diagnosis Decision 
Information System (CADDIS) 

www.epa.gov/caddis 
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• Lakes 2007 
• Rivers/streams 2008-09 
• Coastal 2010 
• Wetlands 2011 
• Lakes 2012 
• Rivers/streams 2013-14 
• Coastal 2015 
• Wetlands 2016 
• Lakes 2017 
• Rivers/streams 2018-19 
• Coastal 2020 
• Wetlands 2021 

   National Aquatic Resource Surveys (NARS)  
   https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/national-aquatic-resource-surveys 
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Water Data and Tools Web Area 

www.epa.gov/waterdata 
 

• 22 major tool sites, 6 themes 

• Further hyperlinked to others 

• Public, technical & non-technical 



15 

www.epa.gov/wsio 

   460 watershed indicator 
national dataset download 

    Online customizable WSIO 
Tool to compare HUC12s 

   RPS Tools with embedded 
data for all states & territories  
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Recovery Potential Screening 
www.epa.gov/rps 

       step by step instructions – indicators – tools 
(for more watershed indicator data also see www.epa.gov/wsio)  
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Watershed (HUC12) health 
and vulnerability scores for all 
watersheds in each lower 48 
state and Level 3 ecoregion  
(downloadable by state) 

Preliminary Healthy Watersheds Assessments (PHWA) 

www.epa.gov/hwp 
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Healthy Watersheds Consortium Grant 
 

www.epa.gov/hwp 

Goal:  help programs and local projects protect high quality 
waterways through strategic conservation of intact watersheds 
(build capacity, leverage financing, advance protection practice) 

 
• Grantee: US Endowment for Forestry and Communities, Inc. 

• EPA and NRCS are funding partners 
 
• Sub-grants solicited and awarded annually 

• 25 first- and second-year awards totaled $4.2M 

• Third year RFP just closed 2/1/2018 
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CWA Nonpoint Pollution Control Grants 
 
https://www.epa.gov/nps/319-grant-program-states-and-territories 

• Support the operation of state and 
tribal NPS programs 
• FY17 funding: $167.9M distributed 

to states (Tribes $8M) 
• ~ $1M to ~ $8.3M per state 
• 40% non-federal match required 
 

• Use of  funds requires 50/50 split 
between NPS program work and 
watershed project implementation 

 
• Most states run RFP/competitive 

processes and award subgrants 
 

>718 documented NPS 
impairments removed 
from waterways since 
2005 

319 Grants 
Catalyze funding 
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Thank you for your time! 
 
EPA NFHP Contacts: 
 
Doug Norton 
(Federal Caucus, Science and Data Committee) 
Norton.douglas@epa.gov 
 
Benita Best-Wong 
(NFHP Board) 
Best-wong.Benita@epa.gov  
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