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PARTNERSHIP

National Fish Habitat Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 28 — Thursday, July 30, 2026
Washington, D.C.

All meals and Board Meetings will be held at the Phoenix Park Hotel
520 N. Capitol Street NW, Washington, DC 20007 (Meeting room: Ball Room Lobby Level)
*Hill visit and other meeting locations will be shared at the Board meeting

Agenda At-A-Glance
(All times EDT)

Tuesday, July 28

e 8:15 AM - Breakfast
e 9:00 AM - 11:45 AM - Board Meeting
e 11:45 AM - 12:45 PM - Lunch
e 12:45 PM - 3:00 PM - Board Meeting
e 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM - Hill Briefing
Location: Dirksen Senate Office Building, Ground Floor Room 11 (GR-11)
e 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM — Reception & 20th Anniversary Celebration

Location: The Dubliner

Wednesday, July 29

e 7:15 AM - Breakfast

e 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM - Board Meeting (Facilitated Session to Develop NCP’s)
e 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM - Lunch

e 1:00 PM - Hill Visits*

Thursday, July 30

e Hill Visits*
e Agency Leadership Meetings* - USGS and NOAA
e NGO Leadership Meetings* (TBD)
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Time
(EDT)
9:00 AM

9:30 AM

9:40 AM

9:50 AM

10:10 AM

PARTNERSHIP

National Fish Habitat Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 28 -- Wednesday, July 29, 2026

Phoenix Park Hotel
Washington, D.C.

Day 1 - Tuesday, July 28, 2026

9:00 - 3:00 PM EDT
Webinar Link

Agenda Item

Welcome
Desired Outcomes:
e Around the room introductions
e Board action to approve agenda and April 2026
meeting summary.
e Board members’ highlight their NFHP-related
actions since the last meeting.

Upcoming Board Meeting Schedule & Upcoming NFHP
Board Elections
Desired Outcomes:
e Board awareness of upcoming meeting
schedule.

USFWS Update
Desired Outcomes:
e Board awareness of FY27 budget outlook and
other USFWS items of interest.

NFHP 2026 Budget
Desired Outcomes:
e Board awareness of NFHP budget

National Fish Habitat Fund Update
Desired Outcomes:
e Board awareness of recent and upcoming
activities.

Tab Lead(s)

Chair Tim Schaeffer
(NFHP Board) & All
Attendees

Alex McOwen (NFHP
Board Staff)

David Miko (NFHP
Board)

Jason Olive and Ryan
Roberts (NFHP Staff)

Therese Thompson
(The Fund Support

Staff)


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%253ameeting_NmJiZTBhZWUtOGFhMy00Y2E0LWI0MzktZDU1NjM0YTc4NDdi%2540thread.v2/0?context%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25223925b31a-75e5-4daa-b487-dd49da52efba%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522a4205d2d-63ea-4a79-9684-14d2062357f7%2522%257d&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1737209497972917&usg=AOvVaw1prGxRss4K-VwaGs7X6iLy
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10:20 AM

10:30 AM

10:45 AM

11:15 AM

11:45 AM

12:45 PM

1:10 PM

1:30 PM

2:10 PM

2:40 PM

3:00 PM

PARTNERSHIP

NOAA Update
e Board awareness of NOAA activities in support
of NFHP.

BREAK

Lower Mississippi Conservation Committee (LMRCC)
Presentation
Desired Outcomes:
e Board consideration of LMRCC application to
become a Designated Fish Habitat Partnership

Discuss LMRCC Application and Decide on Invitation
for Full Proposal
Desired Outcomes:
e Board consideration of LMRCC application to
become a Designated Fish Habitat Partnership

LUNCH Provided

Governance Committee Update
Desired Outcomes:
e Board vote on bylaws changes

20" Anniversary Celebration Update
Desired Outcomes:
e Board awareness of plans for upcoming
activities and communications efforts

Policy Committee Update
Desired Outcomes:
e Board awareness of DC meeting plans and
appropriations updates

Chesapeake Bay Habitat Conservation- Efforts of
Atlantic Coastal FHP and Partners

2026 Action Plan- Presentation of Final Version and
Kick-Off of Implementation

ADJOURN

Sunny Snider (Office of
Habitat Conservation
Deputy Director)

Angeline Rodgers
(LMRCC Coordinator,
USFWS)

Chair Tim Schaeffer
and Craig Bonds (NFHP
Board)

Doug Austen (NFHP
Board) and Alex
McOwen (NFHP Board

Staff)

Jake Slager (NFHP
Board) and Ryan
Roberts (NFHP Board

Staff)

lan Nakayama (NFHP
Board) and Kate
Sherman (NFHP Board

Staff)

Chris Moore
(Chesapeake Bay
Foundation)

Jason Olive and Alex
McOwen (NFHP Board
Staff)

Chair Tim Schaeffer
(NFHP Board)
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Day 2 — Wednesday, July 29, 2026

8:00 AM -12:00 PM EDT
Phoenix Park Hotel
Washington, D.C.

Webinar Link
Time Agenda Item Tab Lead(s)
(EDT)
8:00 AM Welcome Back Chair Tim Schaeffer
(NFHP Board)
8:05 AM Facilitated Session to Develop National 5 Chair Tim Schaeffer
Conservation Priorities (NFHP Board)
9:30 AM BREAK
9:45 AM Facilitated Session to Develop National Chair Tim Schaeffer
Conservation Priorities (NFHP Board)
11:50 AM  Meeting Wrap-Up Chair Tim Schaeffer
(NFHP Board)

12:00PM  ADJOURN


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%253ameeting_MWY4N2JmOTItMzM1MC00ZjA1LTk5MTEtOWYwOTVlNThkZTcw%2540thread.v2/0?context%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25223925b31a-75e5-4daa-b487-dd49da52efba%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522a4205d2d-63ea-4a79-9684-14d2062357f7%2522%257d&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1755433305135124&usg=AOvVaw3b7JGtQ3t95IJ2WOTP7rws



https://www.google.com/url?q=https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%253ameeting_OGZjNTI0NGUtZTEzMy00ZGJhLTk2MjMtYTc1YTU5NDJiNzhi%2540thread.v2/0?context%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25223925b31a-75e5-4daa-b487-dd49da52efba%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522a4205d2d-63ea-4a79-9684-14d2062357f7%2522%257d&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1776786972950172&usg=AOvVaw3XVNgp9tGKFzYjYvr5c6II



https://youtu.be/W-7aqXnPzAw?si=vhJQbg9itWskqGJt



https://aquaticbarriers.org/









mailto:eric.brinkman@agfc.ar.gov



https://www.lmrcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/RARG-FINAL-4-21-2015.pdf
















Brad Carner

Chris Racey
Deputy Director

Chief of Staff

Spencer Griffith

Ben Batten
Deputy Director

Deputy Director

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

Doug Schoenrock
Directer

May 8, 2026

National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation
Committee as a National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

I am writing to express strong support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River
Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership. Our
agency has been a committed member of the LMRCC since its inception, and we have
directly witnessed the transformative impact of its work on the ecology, management,
and long-term sustainability of the Lower Mississippi River.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of 12 state natural resource and
environmental quality agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Missouri, and Tennessee. Through nearly three decades of collaborative leadership, the
LMRCC has advanced conservation planning, habitat restoration, scientific assessment,
and multi-jurisdictional coordination across one of the nation’s most complex and
ecologically significant river systems. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has provided
staff and support to amplify the committee’s work throughout the Mississippi Alluvial

Valley.

The LMRCC's success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation
stakeholders, and conservation groups—into a unified vision for floodplain and aquatic
habitat health. The committee’s annual meetings continue to serve as an invaluable
forum for information exchange, scientific collaboration, and relationship building that
strengthens partnership capacity year after year.

Among the LMRCC's most notable accomplishments is its large-scale habitat
restoration work. Since 2006, the committee has improved more than 115 miles of
secondary channel habitat through strategic dike notching, increasing water flow,



enhancing habitat quality, and demonstrating measurable conservation benefits without
compromising navigation or flood risk management priorities. This work required trust-
building, extensive coordination with federal and non-federal partners, and a long-term
commitment to monitoring and adaptive management.

In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration initiatives that improve
conditions for wildlife, expand public recreational access, and strengthen ecological
resilience across the active floodplain. The committee has also played a pivotal role in
major scientific studies, including the Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment
(2015) and the Hatchie-L.oosahalchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study
(2024), the first large-scale habitat restoration study ever completed for this stretch of
the river. These efforts exemplify the data-driven, system-scale thinking essential to
modern conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and
expand this vital work. The Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but
its scale and complexity exceed the capacity of any single state or agency acting alone.
The LMRCC provides the collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and proven track
record needed to advance the National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across one of
America’'s most important river systems. Formal designation would empower the
LMRCC to leverage additional resources, deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate
habitat restoration across the region.

For these reasons, our agency strongly supports the LMRCC's application and
encourages the National Fish Habitat Board to recognize the committee’s longstanding
leadership, proven success, and critical importance to the future of fish habitat

conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact Eric Brinkman at eric.brinkman@agfc.ar.gov
or 870-703-1391.

Sincerel M
%oenrock
Director




Sarah Huckabee Sanders

DIVISION OF GOVERNOR
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Shane E. Khoury

SECRETARY

May 26, 2026

National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as a
National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

I am writing to express support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
(LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership. Our agency has been a committed member of the
LMRCC since its inception and has directly witnessed the transformative impact of the LMRCC’s work on
the ecology, management, and long-term sustainability of the Lower Mississippi River.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of twelve (12) state natural resource and environmental quality
agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. Through nearly three
decades of collaborative leadership, the LMRCC has advanced conservation planning, habitat restoration,
scientific assessment, and multi-jurisdictional coordination across one of the nation’s most complex and
ecologically significant river systems. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provides staff and support to amplify
the committee’s work throughout the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

The LMRCC'’s success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation stakeholders, and conservation groups—into
a unified vision for floodplain and aquatic habitat health. Annual LMRCC meetings continue to serve as an
invaluable forum for information exchange, scientific collaboration, and relationship building that strengthens
partnership capacity year after year.

Among the LMRCC’s most notable accomplishments is its large-scale habitat restoration work. Since 2006,
more than 115 miles of secondary channel habitat has been improved through strategic dike notching,
increasing water flow, enhancing habitat quality, and demonstrating measurable conservation benefits without
compromising navigation or flood risk management. This work required trust-building, extensive coordination
with federal and non-federal partners, and a long-term commitment to monitoring and adaptive management.

In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration initiatives that improve conditions for wildlife,
expand public recreational access, and strengthen ecological resilience across the active floodplain. The
committee has also played a pivotal role in major scientific studies, including the Lower Mississippi River
Resource Assessment (2015) and the Hatchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study
(2024), the first large-scale habitat restoration study ever completed for this stretch of the river. These efforts
exemplify the data-driven, system-scale thinking essential to modern conservation.

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
ee.arkansas.gov | 5301 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118 | 501.682.0744



Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and expand this vital work.
The Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but its scale and complexity exceed the capacity
of any single state or agency acting alone. The LMRCC provides the collaborative structure, scientific
foundation, and proven track record needed to advance the National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across
one of America’s most important river systems. Formal designation would empower the LMRCC to leverage
additional resources, deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate habitat restoration across the region.

For these reasons, our agency supports the LMRCC’s application and encourages the National Fish Habitat
Board to recognize the committee’s longstanding leadership, proven success, and critical importance to the

future of fish habitat conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Jim Wise at jim.wise@arkansas.gov or (501) 682-0663.

Sincerely,
Poasur]
Bailey Tayl

Chief Administrator of Environment and DEQ Director
Arkansas Department of Energy & Environment

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
ee.arkansas.gov | 5301 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118 | 501.682.0744


mailto:jim.wise@arkansas.gov

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE RESOURCES

Rich Storm #1 Sportsman’s Lane Gabe Jenkins

Commissioner Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 Deputy Commissioner
Phone (502) 564-3400
Fax (502) 564-0506

5/28/26

National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: LMRCC as a Fish Habitat Partnership
Dear National Fish Habitat Board,

| am providing this letter of recommendation to support the Lower Mississippi River Conservation
Committee (LMRCC) as a National Fish Habitat Partnership. The LMRCC, established in 1994, is a
coalition of 12 state natural resource conservation and environmental quality agencies in Arkansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri and Tennessee. The LMRCC is dedicated to conserving natural
resources of the Lower Mississippi River’s floodplain, focusing on habitat restoration, long-term
conservation planning and scientific assessment of the river’s health. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) provides staff and support to the LMRCC, and they work with numerous partners throughout
the Mississippi Alluvial Valley. Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) has been a
member of the partnership since its inception and has realized tremendous benefits of having an
organization solely focused on the Lower Mississippi River, as it is extremely challenging for an individual
agency to have desired conservation impacts on a system as large and diverse as the Lower Mississippi
River, particularly when it is a partial border of our state.

The LMRCC invested substantial efforts in the early years of the organization to conservation planning,
understanding constraints of working on the Lower Mississippi River, and fostering relationships for
long-term success. The LMRCC hosts an annual meeting that has provided a forum for information
exchange and relationship building, providing opportunities for collaboration and interdisciplinary
learning. The LMRCC understands the importance of on-the-ground habitat restoration yet realizes the
significance of a system managed for navigation and flood risk reduction. And in order to truly have
holistic management on the Lower Mississippi River, each river user group must be engaged and
listened to. The LMRCC has gained the support and trust of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, levee
districts, flood control associations, and the navigation industry by putting projects on the ground and
demonstrating the conservation benefit, yet with no impacts to navigation and flood risk reduction.

fw.ky.gov Serving People, Conserving Fish and Wildlife 1-800-858-1549



Since 2006, the LMRCC has improved over 115 miles of secondary channel habitat on the Lower
Mississippi River by providing more consistent flows through dike notching. Because this work involves
modification to USACE structures, it required substantial trust-building, but also significant coordination
and communication. This work has developed over time as projects have demonstrated no negative
impacts. In addition to the secondary channel work, LMRCC has engaged in restoration work within the
active floodplain, providing access for recreationalists in addition to improving habitat for floodplain-
dependent species.

The LMRCC has been involved in large-scale studies through the Lower Mississippi River Resource
Assessment (finalized in 2015) and the resulting Hatchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem
Restoration Study (finalized in 2024), the first large-scale habitat restoration study on the Lower
Mississippi River.

Although Kentucky borders only approximately 60 miles of the Lower Mississippi River, the same
habitat, floodplain, and recreational needs exist. The LMRCC has provided, and will continue to provide,
critical coordination, communication, and collaborative leadership that help advance projects on the
Mississippi River and its floodplain. This will ensure Kentucky remains engaged in state and basin-wide
efforts and positioned to leverage regional partnerships, expertise, and funding opportunities to address
long-term river conservation and recreation needs.

If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Ross at jeff.ross@ky.gov or 502-892-4455

Sincerely,

Rich Storm
Commissioner — Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources



TYLER M. BOSWORTH
SECRETARY

JEFF LANDRY
GOVERNOR

PO BOX 98000 | BATON ROUGE LA | 70898

May 07, 2026

National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
(LMRCC) as a National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

| am writing to express strong support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River
Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as an official partner in the National Fish Habitat
Partnership. The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has been a committed member
of the LMRCC since its inception, and we have directly witnessed the transformative impact of
its work on the ecology, management, and long-term sustainability of the Lower Mississippi
River.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of 12 state natural resource and environmental
quality agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.
Through nearly three decades of collaborative leadership, the LMRCC has advanced
conservation planning, habitat restoration, scientific assessment, and multi-jurisdictional
coordination across one of the nation’s most complex and ecologically significant river systems.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has provided staff and support to amplify the committee’s
work throughout the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

The LMRCC’s success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation stakeholders,
and conservation groups—into a unified vision for floodplain and aquatic habitat health. The
committee’s annual meetings continue to serve as an invaluable forum for information exchange,
scientific collaboration, and relationship building that strengthens partnership capacity year after
year.

Among the LMRCC’s most notable accomplishments is its large-scale habitat restoration work.
Since 2006, the committee has improved more than 115 miles of secondary channel habitat
through strategic dike notching, increasing water flow, enhancing habitat quality, and
demonstrating measurable conservation benefits without compromising navigation or flood risk
management priorities. Specifically, LDWF restored the Blackhawk Scar Lake habitat on

2000 QUAIL DRIVE BATON ROUGE, LA 70808 225-765-2800 WLF.LOUISIANA.GOV



Richard K. Yancey Wildlife Management Area with LMRCC guidance and funding, which
created enhanced public access to safe angling areas off the main stem of the Mississippi River
near Ashland, LA. The restoration actions at Coffee Point, Louisiana were also conducted
through the guidance and funding of LMRCC. This work required trust-building, extensive
coordination with federal and non-federal partners, and a long-term commitment to monitoring
and adaptive management. In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration
initiatives that improve conditions for wildlife, expand public recreational access, and strengthen
ecological resilience across the active floodplain. The committee has also played a pivotal role in
major scientific studies, including the Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment (2015) and
the Hatchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study (2024), the first large-
scale habitat restoration study ever completed for this stretch of the river. These efforts
exemplify the data-driven, system-scale thinking essential to modern conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and expand this
vital work. The Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but its scale and
complexity exceed the capacity of any single state or agency acting alone. The LMRCC provides
the collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and proven track record needed to advance the
National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across one of America’s most important river
systems. Formal designation would empower the LMRCC to leverage additional resources,
deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate habitat restoration across the region.

For these reasons, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries strongly supports the
LMRCC’s application and encourages the National Fish Habitat Board to recognize the
committee’s longstanding leadership, proven success, and critical importance to the future of fish
habitat conservation.

Sincerely,

Sean A

Sean Kinney
Director, Inland Fisheries
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, FISHERIES, AND PARKS

Lynn Posey
Executive Director

May 12, 2026

National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
(LMRCC) as a National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

I am writing to express strong support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River
Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership. Our agency
has been a committed member of the LMRCC since its inception, and we have directly witnessed
the transformative impact of its work on the ecology, management, and long-term sustainability

of the Lower Mississippi River.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of 12 state natural resource and environmental
quality agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.
Through nearly three decades of collaborative leadership, the LMRCC has advanced
conservation planning, habitat restoration, scientific assessment, and multi-jurisdictional
coordination across one of the nation’s most complex and ecologically significant river systems.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has provided staff and support to amplify the committee’s
work throughout the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

The LMRCC’s success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation stakeholders,
and conservation groups—into a unified vision for floodplain and aquatic habitat health. The
committee’s annual meetings continue to serve as an invaluable forum for information exchange,
scientific collaboration, and relationship building that strengthens partnership capacity year after

year.

Since 2006, the LMRCC has improved over 115 miles of secondary channel habitat on the
Lower Mississippi River by providing more consistent flows through dike notching. Because this
work involves modification to USACE structures, it required substantial trust-building, but also

1505 Eastover Drive ® Jackson, Mississippi 39211-6374 ¢ (601) 432-2003



initial secondary channel project completed in 2006 with USACE Memphis District, In addition
to the secondary channel work, LMRCC has engaged in restoration work within the active
floodplain, providing access for recreationalists in addition to improving habitat for floodplain-
dependent species. Lake Perry Martin in Mississippi is an example of a floodplain waterbody
where the LMRCC installed a weir to benefit recreational fisheries.

In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration initiatives that improve conditions
for wildlife, expand public recreational access, and strengthen ecological resilience across the
active floodplain. The committee has also played a pivotal role in major scientific studies,
including the Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment (2015) and the Hatchie-
Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study (2024), the first large-scale habitat
restoration study ever completed for this siretch of the river. These efforts exemplify the data-
driven, system-scale thinking essential to modern conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and expand this
vital work. The Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but its scale and
complexity exceed the capacity of any single state or agency acting alone, The LMRCC provides
the collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and proven track record needed to advance the
National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across one of America’s most important river
systems. Formal designation would empower the LMRCC to leverage additional resources,
deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate habitat restoration across the region.

For these reasons, our agency strongly supports the LMRCC’s application and encourages the
National Fish Habitat Board to recognize the committee’s longstanding leadership, proven
success, and ‘critical importance to the future of fish habitat conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact Jerry Brown at (601) 432-2205.

sﬁm
A

Lynn Posey

Executive Director

Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks

1505 Eastover Drive | Jackson, Mississippi 39211-6374 | (601} 432-2009



TATE REEVES
Governor

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
CHRIS WELLS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

May 21, 2026

National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as a
National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

I am writing to express strong support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River Conservation
Committee (LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership. Our agency has been a committed member
of the LMRCC since its inception, and we have directly witnessed the transformative impact of its work on the
ecology, management, and long-term sustainability of the Lower Mississippi River.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of 12 state natural resource and environmental quality agencies
across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. Through nearly three decades of
collaborative leadership, the LMRCC has advanced conservation planning, habitat restoration, scientific
assessment, and multi-jurisdictional coordination across one of the nation’s most complex and ecologically
significant river systems. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has provided staff and support to amplify the
committee’s work throughout the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

The LMRCC’s success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation stakeholders, and conservation groups—into a
unified vision for floodplain and aquatic habitat health. The committee’s annual meetings continue to serve as an
invaluable forum for information exchange, scientific collaboration, and relationship building that strengthens
partnership capacity year after year.

Among the LMRCC’s most notable accomplishments is its large-scale habitat restoration work. Since 2006, the
committee has improved more than 115 miles of secondary channel habitat through strategic dike notching,
increasing water flow, enhancing habitat quality, and demonstrating measurable conservation benefits without
compromising navigation or flood risk management priorities. This work required trust-building, extensive
coordination with federal and non-federal partners, and a long-term commitment to monitoring and adaptive
management.

In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration initiatives that improve conditions for wildlife,
expand public recreational access, and strengthen ecological resilience across the active floodplain. The
committee has also played a pivotal role in major scientific studies, including the Lower Mississippi River
Resource Assessment (2015) and the Hatchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study

OFFICE OF POLLUTION CONTROL
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(2024), the first large-scale habitat restoration study ever completed for this stretch of the river. These efforts
exemplify the data-driven, system-scale thinking essential to modern conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and expand this vital work. The
Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but its scale and complexity exceed the capacity of any
single state or agency acting alone. The LMRCC provides the collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and
proven track record needed to advance the National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across one of America’s
most important river systems. Formal designation would empower the LMRCC to leverage additional resources,
deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate habitat restoration across the region.

For these reasons, our agency strongly supports the LMRCC’s application and encourages the National Fish
Habitat Board to recognize the committee’s longstanding leadership, proven success, and critical importance to
the future of fish habitat conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact Adriene Perkins at 601-961-5629.

Sincerely,

(el e

Chris Wells
Executive Director
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MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

Headguarters
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MISSOURI b JASON A. SUMNERS, Director

5/20/2026

National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation
Committee (LMRCC) as a National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members:

I am writing to express the Missouri Department of Conservation’s (Depariment) support
for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as
an official National Fish Habitat Partnership. The Department's vision is a future with
healthy fish, forests, and wildlife where all people appreciate nature. In pursuing that
vision, the Department recognizes the importance of regional or national collaborative
efforts to advance conservation and recovery of habitats and species. Through
participation in other Fish Habitat Partnerships, including Fishers and Farmers and the
Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership, we have directly witnessed the benefits of
regional partnership under this important designation.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of 12 state natural resource and
environmental quality agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Missouri, and Tennessee. The Department has been a committed member of the
LMRCC since its inception. Through nearly three decades of collaborative leadership,
the LMRCC has advanced conservation planning, habitat restoration, scientific
assessment, and multi-jurisdictional coordination across one of the nation’'s most
complex and ecologically significant river systems. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has provided staff and support to amplify the committee’s work throughout the
Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

The LMRCC's success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation
stakeholders, and conservation groups—into a unified vision for floodplain and aguatic
habitat health. Among the LMRCC'’s most notable accomplishments is its large-scale
habitat restoration work. Since 2006, the committee has improved more than 115 miles
of secondary channel habitat through strategic dike notching, increasing water flow,
enhancing habitat quality, and demonstrating measurable conservation benefits without
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compromising navigation or flood risk management priorities. In Missouri, completion of
restoration actions with LMRCC support at Caruthersville and Island 20, among others,
have contributed to enhanced aquatic habitat diversity within the river.

In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration initiatives that improve
conditions for wildlife, expand public recreational access, and strengthen ecological
resilience across the active floodplain. The committee has also played a pivotal role in
major scientific studies, including the Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment
(2015) and the Hafchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study
(2024), the first large-scale habitat restoration study ever completed for this stretch of
the river. These efforts exemplify the data-driven, system-scale thinking essential to
modern conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and
expand this vital work. The Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but
its scale and compiexity exceed the capacity of any single state or agency acting alone.
The LMRCC provides the collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and proven track
record needed to advance the National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across one of
America’s most important river systems. Formal designation would empower the
LMRCC to leverage additional resources, deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate
habitat restoration across the region.

For these reasons, the Missouri Department of Conservation strongly supports the
LMRCC'’s application and encourages the National Fish Habitat Board to recognize the
committee’s longstanding leadership, proven success, and critical importance to the
future of fish habitat conservation.

Thank you for your consideration of this designation. If you have any questions, please
contact Matt Vitello at matt.vitello@mdc.mo.gov or 573-522-4115 extension 3191.

Sincerely,
‘Mm

JASON A. SUMNERS
DIRECTOR
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National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as
a National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

I am writing to express support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River Conservation
Committee (LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership, in concurrence with the
letter of support dated May 20, 2026, submitted by Jason Sumners with the Missouri Department
of Conservation, the lead Missouri agency on issues of fish, forest, and wildlife resource
management. The Missouri Department of Natural Resources has been a committed member of
the LMRCC since its inception, and we have directly witnessed the transformative impact of its
work on the ecology, management, and long-term sustainability of the Lower Mississippi River.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of 12 state natural resource and environmental
quality agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.
Through nearly three decades of collaborative leadership, the LMRCC has advanced
conservation planning, habitat restoration, scientific assessment, and multi-jurisdictional
coordination across one of the nation’s most complex and ecologically significant river systems.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has provided staff and support to amplify the committee’s
work throughout the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

The LMRCC’s success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation stakeholders,
and conservation groups—into a unified vision for floodplain and aquatic habitat health. The
LMRCC often communicates and works with the Mississippi River Commission to discuss
priorities and achieve alignment. The committee’s annual meetings continue to serve as an
invaluable forum for information exchange, scientific collaboration, and relationship building
that strengthens partnership capacity year after year.

Among the LMRCC’s most notable accomplishments is its large-scale habitat restoration work.
Since 2006, the committee has improved more than 115 miles of secondary channel habitat
through enhancing habitat quality and demonstrating measurable conservation benefits without
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compromising navigation or flood risk management priorities. This work required trust-building,
extensive coordination with federal and non-federal partners, and a long-term commitment to
monitoring and adaptive management.

In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration initiatives that improve conditions
for wildlife, expand public recreational access, and strengthen ecological resilience across the
active floodplain. The committee has also played a pivotal role in major scientific studies,
including the Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment (2015) and the Hatchie-
Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study (2024), the first large-scale habitat
restoration study ever completed for this stretch of the river. The LMRCC also played a pivotal
role in the production of the Lower Mississippi River Economic Profile (2014), a report which
quantifies the benefits provided by the river and showcases the multi-disciplinary nature of the
LMRCC’s work. These efforts exemplify the data-driven, system-scale thinking essential to
modern conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and expand this
vital work. The Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but its scale and
complexity exceed the capacity of any single state or agency to manage alone. The LMRCC
provides the collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and proven track record needed to
advance the National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across one of America’s most important
river systems. Formal designation would empower the LMRCC to leverage additional resources,
deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate habitat restoration across the region.

For these reasons and in recognition of the Missouri Department of Conservation’s support, my
agency supports the LMRCC’s application as well and encourages the National Fish Habitat
Board to recognize the committee’s longstanding leadership, proven success, and critical
importance to the future of fish habitat conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact Michael Weller, Surface Water Section Chief, at
Michael. Weller@dnr.mo.gov or 573-522-6772.

Sincerely,

e

Kurt U. Schaefer
Director
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National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

Subject: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
(LMRCC) as a National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

I am writing to express my strong support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River
Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership. Our agency
has been an active member of the LMRCC since its inception, and we have seen firsthand the
meaningful, long-term impact of its work on the health and sustainability of the Lower

M ississippi River.

Formed in 1994, the LMRCC brings together 12 state natural resource and environmental quality
agencies from Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. For nearly
three decades, it has provided consistent leadership in conservation planning, habitat restoration,
scientific assessment, and multi-state coordination across one of the nation’s most complex and
ecologically significant river systems. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has also been an
important partner, contributing staff and technical support that amplify the committee’s efforts
across the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

The LMRCC’s strength lies in its ability to unify diverse agencies and stakeholders—including
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation
interests, and conservation groups—around shared goals for floodplain and aquatic habitat
health. Its annual meetings remain essential venues for collaboration, information exchange, and
relationship building that strengthen this partnership year after year.




One of the LMRCC’s signature achievements is its large-scale secondary channel restoration
work. Since 2006, the committee has improved more than 115 miles of habitat through strategic
dike notching, increasing water flow and habitat quality while maintaining navigation and
flood-risk priorities. This work reflects deep partner trust, careful coordination, and a long-term
commitment to monitoring and adaptive management.

The LMRCC has also advanced significant floodplain restoration projects that benefit wildlife,
enhance public access, and increase ecological resilience. In addition, it led major scientific
efforts such as the 2015 Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment and the 2024
Hatchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study—the first large-scale
habitat restoration study completed for this reach of the river. These efforts demonstrate the
committee’s commitment to data-driven, system-scale conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would strengthen and expand
this important work. The Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological asset whose scale and
complexity exceed the capacity of any single state or agency. The LMRCC offers the
collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and proven track record needed to advance the
National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across this critical river system. Formal designation
would help secure additional resources and accelerate habitat restoration throughout the region.

For these reasons, I strongly support the LMRCC’s application and encourage the National Fish
Habitat Board to recognize the committee’s long-standing leadership and its essential role in
advancing fish habitat conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact the TWRA Fisheries Division Chief, Jason Henegar at

jason.henegar@itn.gov.

Sincerely,

QP/%N

Jason Maxedon
Executive Director
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
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May 20, 2026

National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

Re: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
(LMRCC) as a National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

| am writing to express strong support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River
Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership. Our
agency has been a committed member of the LMRCC since its inception, and we have directly
witnessed the transformative impact of its work on the ecology, management, and long term
sustainability of the Lower Mississippi River.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of 12 state natural resource and environmental
quality agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.
Through nearly three decades of collaborative leadership, the LMRCC has advanced
conservation planning, habitat restoration, scientific assessment, and multi-jurisdictional
coordination across one of the nation’s most complex and ecologically significant river
systems. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has provided staff and support to amplify the
committee’s work throughout the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

The LMRCC's success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation stakeholders,
and conservation groups—into a unified vision for floodplain and aquatic habitat health. The
committee’s annual meetings continue to serve as an invaluable forum for information
exchange, scientific collaboration, and relationship building that strengthens partnership
capacity year after year.

Among the LMRCC's most notable accomplishments is its large-scale habitat restoration
work. Since 2006, the committee has improved more than 115 miles of secondary channel
habitat through strategic dike notching, increasing water flow, enhancing habitat quality, and
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demonstrating measurable conservation benefits without compromising navigation or flood
risk management priorities. This work required trust-building, extensive coordination with
federal and non-federal partners, and a long-term commitment to monitoring and adaptive
management.

In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration initiatives that improve
conditions for wildlife, expand public recreational access, and strengthen ecological
resilience across the active floodplain. The committee has also played a pivotal role in major
scientific studies, including the Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment (2015) and the
Hatchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study (2024), the first large-
scale habitat restoration study ever completed for this stretch of the river. These efforts
exemplify the data-driven, system-scale thinking essential to modern conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and expand
this vital work. The Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but its scale and
complexity exceed the capacity of any single state or agency acting alone. The LMRCC
provides the collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and proven track record needed
to advance the National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across one of America’s most
important river systems. Formal designation would empower the LMRCC to leverage
additional resources, deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate habitat restoration
across the region.

For these reasons, our agency strongly supports the LMRCC's application and encourages
the National Fish Habitat Board to recognize the committee’s longstanding leadership,
proven success, and critical importance to the future of fish habitat conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Karina Bynum, Ph.D., PE, at (931) 217-6638 or
by email at Karina.Bynum@tn.gov.

Sincerely,

April Grippo
Director

cc: Ms. Karina Bynum, Ph.D., PE, Environmental Fellow, TDEC-Division of Water Resources,
karina.bynum@tn.gov
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National Fish Habitat Partnership Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee as a
Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

I am writing to express the support of the Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership (SARP) for the
designation of the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as an official Fish
Habitat Partnership (FHP) under the National Fish Habitat Partnership. SARP’s mission is to conduct
fish habitat conservation projects to restore the economically valuable, recreationally important, and
biologically unique fisheries in the footprint of the Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies. We have directly witnessed the transformative impact of the LMRCC’s work on the ecology,
management, and long-term sustainability of the Lower Mississippi River.

Established in 1994, the LMRCC is a coalition of 12 state natural resource and environmental quality
agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. These states all
lie within the SARP’s footprint, so there is considerable geographic overlap between LMRCC and
SARP. However, SARP does not view LMRCC as redundant or as a “competitor”. Instead, we view
LMRCC as complementary to SARP. LMRCC’s focus is strictly on the lower Mississippi River area.
This vitally important economic and biological resource has a unique set of issues and partners that
warrant an entity strictly focused with dedicated efforts to the conservation needs of the area. Given
the vast area and different types of habitats that SARP covers, it is virtually impossible for us to
dedicate the resources or focus that are needed in the lower Mississippi region.

The LMRCC’s success lies in its ability to work with multiple partners to bridge diverse interests—
state agencies, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation
stakeholders, and conservation groups—into a unified vision for floodplain and aquatic habitat health.
These are entities that SARP is unable to engage at the level needed to achieve meaningful
conservation. The committee’s annual meetings continue to serve as an invaluable forum for
information exchange, scientific collaboration, and relationship building that strengthens partnership
capacity year after year.

Among the LMRCC’s biggest strengths is its ability to obtain measurable conservation benefits while
considering issues of other stakeholders such as navigation and flood risk management priorities.
This work requires trust-building, extensive coordination with federal and non-federal partners, and a
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long-term commitment to monitoring and adaptive management. This level of engagement in that
area is beyond the ability of SARP to provide. Thus, we see great benefit in LMRCC becoming an FHP
in the region

Designating the LMRCC as a Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and expand this vital work. The
Lower Mississippi River is a national ecological treasure, but its scale and complexity exceed the
capacity of any single state or agency acting alone. The LMRCC provides the collaborative structure,
scientific foundation, and proven track record needed to advance the National Fish Habitat
Partnership’s mission across one of America’s most important river systems. Formal designation
would empower the LMRCC to leverage additional resources, deepen existing partnerships, and
accelerate habitat restoration across the region.

For these reasons, our agency strongly supports the LMRCC’s application and encourages the
National Fish Habitat Board to recognize the committee’s longstanding leadership, proven success,
and critical importance to the future of fish habitat conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact Todd Ewing at todd@southeastaquatics.net or 984-212-
0768.

Sincerely,

7 %»7/

Todd D. Ewing
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National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Support for Designating the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as a National Fish Habitat
Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board Members,

On behalf of the Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association (MICRA), | am pleased to offer this letter of strong
support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat
Partnership.

MICRA is an organization of 28 state natural resources management agencies with fisheries management jurisdiction in the
Mississippi River Basin. MICRA's mission is to improve the conservation, management, development, and utilization of
interjurisdictional fishery resources (both recreational and commercial) in the Mississippi River Basin through improved
coordination and communication among the responsible management entities. MICRA functions as an umbrella organization that
provides basinwide coordination and communication among multi-state partnerships, including the LMRCC, to address
interjurisdictional fishery management issues within the six Mississippi River subbasins.

MICRA has witnessed and supported the transformative impact of LMRCC's work on the ecology, management, and long-term
sustainability of the Lower Mississippi River. The LMRCC’s success lies in its ability to bridge diverse interests—state agencies,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, levee districts, flood control associations, navigation stakeholders, and conservation groups—
into a unified vision for floodplain and aquatic habitat health. The committee’s annual meetings continue to serve as an
invaluable forum for information exchange, scientific collaboration, and relationship building that strengthens parinership
capacity.

Among the LMRCC's most notable accomplishments is its large-scale habitat restoration work, conducted through cooperative
efforts in the absence of an overarching restoration program for the Lower Mississippi River. Since 20086, the committee has
improved more than 115 miles of secondary channel habitat through strategic dike notching, increasing water flow, enhancing
habitat quality, and demonstrating measurable conservation benefits without compromising navigation or flood risk management
priorities. This work required trust-building, extensive coordination with federal and non-federal partners, and a long-term
commitment to monitoring and adaptive management.

In addition, the LMRCC has advanced floodplain restoration initiatives that improve conditions for wildlife, expand public
recreational access, and strengthen ecological resilience across the active floodplain. The committee has also played a pivotal
role in major scientific studies, including the Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment (2015) and the Halchie-Loosahaichie
Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study (2024), the first large-scale habitat restoration study ever completed for this
stretch of the river. These efforts exemplify the data-driven, system-scale thinking essential to modern conservation.

Designating the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership would amplify and expand this vital work. The Lower Mississippi
River is a national ecological treasure, but its scale and complexity exceed the capacity of any single state or agency acting



alone. The LMRCC provides the collaborative structure, scientific foundation, and proven track record needed to advance the
National Fish Habitat Partnership’s mission across one of America's most important river systems. Formal designation would
empower the LMRCC to leverage additional resources, deepen existing partnerships, and accelerate habitat restoration across
the region. This, in tum, would strengthen MICRA's efforts at the basinwide scale by further boosting subbasin efforts.

For these reasons, MICRA strongly supports the LMRCC'’s application and encourages the National Fish Habitat Board to
recognize the committee’s longstanding leadership, proven success, and critical importance to the future of fish habitat
conservation.

If you have any questions, please contact me at Richard.zweifel@dnr.ohio.qov.

Sincerely,

e

Richard Zweifel, Ph.D.
‘Chair
Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association
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National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

May 19, 2026

RE: Support for Designation of the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
(LMRCC) as a National Fish Habitat Partnership

Dear National Fish Habitat Board,

On behalf of The Nature Conservancy (TNC), | am pleased to offer this letter of strong
support for the designation of the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
(LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership.

Since its establishment in 1994, the LMRCC has served as a collaborative coalition of 12
state natural resource and environmental quality agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. Its mission—to conserve the natural
resources of the Lower Mississippi River floodplain through habitat restoration, long-term
conservation planning, and scientific assessment—aligns closely with TNC’s own
commitment to conserving the lands and waters on which all life depends.

TNC has worked alongside the LMRCC for more than two decades, engaging in restoration
efforts, river and floodplain reconnection projects, ecosystem assessments, and policy-
oriented initiatives aimed at advancing holistic management of the Lower Mississippi River.
These joint efforts have directly enhanced secondary channel flows, improved habitat
conditions, and strengthened conservation outcomes across the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.

A notable example of our partnership is TNC’s role as the non-federal cost-share sponsor
for the Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment (LMRRA)—the first comprehensive
study of the Lower Mississippi River since the 1970s. This pivotal assessment, supported
by the LMRCC, identified key habitat restoration needs, recreational access priorities, and
eight conservation reaches requiring focused investment. Building on that work, the
LMRCC stepped forward as the cost-share sponsor for the first large-scale habitat
restoration feasibility study on the Lower Mississippi River, completed in 2024 and
authorized for construction through the Water Resources Development Act of 2024. In
addition, the LMRCC has supported TNC'’s efforts to advance Lower Mississippi River
policy priorities, helping to coordinate science-based recommendations, elevate shared
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conservation objectives, and engage effectively with state and federal agencies on a wide
range of critical river-management issues.

The LMRCC has demonstrated an exceptional ability to cultivate trust, collaboration, and
shared purpose across agencies, NGOs, and river stakeholders. In a system as dynamic
and globally significant as the Mississippi River—supporting world-class navigation
infrastructure, robust flood-risk management systems, and immense ecological value—
such trust and coordination are essential. TNC recognizes and deeply values the LMRCC’s
leadership in balancing ecological needs with navigation and flood-risk considerations
through integrated, science-based management.

TNC firmly believes that designation of the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership
will significantly amplify and accelerate conservation outcomes for one of the nation’s
most important river ecosystems. This designation would empower the LMRCC to leverage
additional resources, deepen collaboration across sectors, and expand its proven capacity
for delivering high-impact habitat restoration across the Lower Mississippi River corridor.

If you require additional information, please contact Nick Ohde at
nicholaus.ohde@tnc.org.

Sincerely,

24

Nick Ohde
Coordinating Director, Mississippi River Basin Program
The Nature Conservancy
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National Fish Habitat Board
1100 First Street, NE

Suite 825

Washington, DC 20002

Dear National Fish Habitat Board,

On behalf of Ducks Unlimited (DU), I am pleased to offer this letter of strong support for the designation of the Lower
Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC) as an official National Fish Habitat Partnership.

Since its establishment in 1994, the LMRCC has served as a collaborative coalition of 12 state natural resource and
environmental quality agencies across Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. Its
mission—to conserve the natural resources of the Lower Mississippi River floodplain through habitat restoration, long-
term conservation planning, and scientific assessment—aligns with DU’s mission of conserving, restoring, and managing
wetlands and associated habitats for North America’s waterfowl.

DU appreciates LMRCC’s focus on the Lower Mississippi River and floodplain, and DU is proud to be a project partner
on a recent application to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Lower Mississippi Alluvial Valley Fund. This
collaborative work will restore 37 acres of emergent wetlands, enhance water management on 65 acres of forested-shrub
scrub wetlands, improve 400 acres of bottomland hardwoods, and increase connectivity across nine river miles.

The LMRCC has demonstrated an exceptional ability to cultivate trust, collaboration, and shared purpose across agencies,
NGOs, and river stakeholders. In a system as dynamic and globally significant as the Mississippi River—supporting
world-class navigation infrastructure, robust flood-risk management systems, and immense ecological value—such trust
and coordination are essential. DU believes designation of the LMRCC as a National Fish Habitat Partnership will
significantly amplify and accelerate conservation outcomes for one of the nation’s most important river ecosystems. This
designation would empower the LMRCC to leverage additional resources, deepen collaboration across sectors, and
expand its proven capacity for delivering high-impact habitat restoration across the Lower Mississippi River corridor.

If you require additional information, please contact James Austin at (912) 481-3821 or jaustin@ducks.org

4 s

Director — Southern Region
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

Sincerely,
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May 19, 2026

Ms. Angeline J. Rodgers

Coordinator

Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
P.O. Box 7317

Tupelo, MS 38802

Dear Ms. Rodgers:

Thank you for joining the Mississippi River Commission during the
415" Session of its Annual High-Water Inspection Trip and for providing
testimony at our public hearing in Memphis, Tennessee, on March 24,
2026. This tradition of listening, partnering and inspecting goes back to
the Commission’s very first inspection trip in 1879. Your participation in
this historic tradition is critical for helping the Commission better under-
stand and develop solutions to the water resource challenges facing the
people of the valley.

We appreciate your continued partnership and your testimony
regarding ecosystem restoration efforts along the Lower Mississippi River,
including the Hatchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi River Ecosystem
Restoration Project. Know that the Commission fully supports this project
and all your ecosystem restoration work in the valley. —

| encourage the Memphis District to continue working with you to
complete a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) while we await funding
for Preconstruction Engineering and Design. The Commission is anxious
to hear an update on the status of this MOU and any progress you have
made during our Low-Water Inspection Trip in August.

Thank you for your efforts to update the Lower Mississippi River
Economic Profile report. This has been a critical tool for helping the
Commission, the Mississippi Valley Division, and our partners
communicate the tremendous value of this incredible river system. We
look forward to having this important document completed in time for the
1927 Flood commemoration next year as we hope that the profile can be a
communicative tool for helping us tell the story of the Mississippi River and
its value to the Nation.

Since 1879, the seven-member Presidentially appointed Mississippi River Commission has developed and matured plans for
the general improvement of the Mississippi River from the Head of Passes to the Headwaters. The Mississippi River Commission
brings critical engineering representation to the drainage basin, which impacts 41% of the United States and includes 1.25 million

square miles, over 250 tributaries, 31 states, and 2 Canadian provinces

Listening, Inspecting, Partnering and Engineering since 1879



Once again, thank you for your testimony. In addition, congratulations on being a
part of the USACE Project Delivery Team of the Year as our Non-Federal Sponsor for
the Hatchie-Loosahatchie Ecosystem Restoration Study. We look forward to hearing
from you on future inspection trips and working together to improve the watershed so
that future generations can continue to enjoy this incredible system we have inherited.

Sincerely,

imberly A. Peeples
Major General, U.S. Army
President, Mississippi River
Commission
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Portland, Oregon

Col. Daniel J. Herlihy
Commander, Great Lakes &

Ohio River Division
Cincinnati, Ohio

SECRETARY
Lt. Col. Garrett A. Dean
Vicksburg, Mississippi

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mr. Jacob Brister
Vicksburg, Mississippi
(601) 634-7023

Email:
Cemvd-ex@usace.army.mil

Web Site:
www.mvd.usace.army.mil/mre

MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION

1400 Walnut Street
Vicksburg, MS 39180

May 19, 2026

Ms. Angeline J. Rodgers

Lower Mississippi River
Conservation Committee

P.O. Box 7317

Tupelo, MS 38802

Dear Ms. Rodgers:

Thank you for joining the Mississippi River Commission during the
415t Session of its Annual High-Water Inspection Trip and for providing
testimony at our public hearing in Vicksburg, Mississippi, on March 26,
2026. This tradition of listening, partnering and inspecting goes back to
the Commission’s very first inspection trip in 1879. Your participation in
this historic tradition is critical for helping the Commission better under-
stand and develop solutions to the water resource challenges facing the
people of the valley.

The Commission appreciates your recent testimony and the continued
leadership you provide to the Lower Mississippi River Conservation
Committee (LMRCC). We value the longstanding collaboration among
your member agencies and appreciate LMRCC’s critical role in advancing
habitat restoration, long-term planning, and scientific assessment across
the floodplain.

We are encouraged by the progress on the Island 84 dike notching
project (River Mile 534) and congratulate you on securing the necessary
permits from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory and the
Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment. We appreciate your
ongoing coordination with the Vicksburg District River Engineering team—
particularly your careful attention to river conditions—and we remain
committed to supporting you as the project moves toward safe execution.

The Commission also recognizes the significance of developing a
comprehensive economic profile of the Mississippi River. This profile will
be critical in communicating the value of the Mississippi River to the
Nation, especially as we head into the 100" anniversary of the Mississippi
River and Tributaries Project.

Since 1879, the seven-member Presidentially appointed Mississippi River Commission has developed and matured plans far
the general improvement of the Mississippi River from the Head of Passes to the Headwaters. The Mississippi River Commission
brings critical engineering representation to the drainage basin, which impacts 41% of the United States and includes 1.25 million

square miles, over 250 tributaries, 31 states, and 2 Canadian provinces

Listening, Inspecting, Partnering and Engineering since 1879
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