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A state-led Initiative modeled after the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan that brings together agencies, 

Tribes, NGO’s and the private sector to leverage investments 
in fish habitat conservation projects

- Consisting of regional Fish Habitat Partnerships analogous to 
Migratory Bird Joint Ventures

WHAT IS NFHP?



• AFWA Appoints Chair
• Regional AFWAs

• Five federal agencies
• Two Tribal

• Marine Fisheries Commissions/Councils
• Corporate Industry

• Recreational Fishing and Conservation NGO’s

National Fish Habitat Board





A BRIEF HISTORY…

The  Sp ort fis h ing a nd  Boa t ing 
Pa rt ne rs h ip  Counc il (SFBPC) 
not e d  in  t he  e a rly 20 0 0 ’s  t ha t , 
d e s p it e  s ignific a nt  inve s t m e nt s  
in  a q ua t ic  ha b it a t  work, t he  
q ua nt it y a nd  q ua lit y of ha b it a t  
c ont inue d  t o  d e c line .



A BRIEF HISTORY….

In  20 0 1, t he  SFBPC he ld  
s t a ke hold e r m e e t ings  a c ros s  
t he  U.S.

The y id e nt ifie d  s ilos  a m ong 
t hos e  working on  a q ua t ic  
ha b it a t  c ons e rva t ion  a s  t he  ke y 
re a s on  for t he  la c k of p rogre s s



RESULTS: redundancies, cost inefficiencies, 
& limited beneficial habitat data & science-based 
conservation outcomes at landscape scales. 

Artwork by Christopher Estes











UPDATED ACTION 
PLAN IN 2012

MOU AMONG INTERIOR, 
COMMERCE, AND 
AGRICULTURE**

TWO NATIONAL 
ASSESSMENTS COMPLETED

20 FISH HABITAT 
PARTNERSHIPS BY 2020

2006-2020



AMERICA’S CONSERVATION 
ENHANCEMENT (ACE) ACT OF 

20 20

No c ha nge  in  
m is s ion , vis ion , 

or ke y 
e le m e nt s  of 
t he  p rogra m

NFH Boa rd  now 
ha s  fu ll 

a u t horit y for 
t he  p rogra m

1:1 non- fe d e ra l 
m a t c h  re q uire d  
for a ll p roje c t s



MEANS OF FHP COORDINATION

FHP MEETINGS 
AND 

SYMPOSIA

STAKEHOLDER 
OUTREACH 

AND 
ASSISTANCE

SCIENCE AND 
DATA 

PRODUCTS











ACE REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 
20 24

Re m ove d  t he  
non- fe d e ra l 

m a t c h  
re q uire m e nt  

for 
c oord ina t ion  

a c t ivit ie s

1:1 non- fe d e ra l 
m a t c h  

re q uire d  for 
e a c h  FHP 

ra t he r t ha n  
e a c h  p roje c t

Re d uc e d  
p roje c t  

s o lic it a t ion  a nd  
fund ing 

p roc e s s  from  
18  t o  12 m ont hs

Ad d e d  (3) 

a d d it iona l s e a t s  

t o  t he  Na t iona l 

Fis h  Ha b it a t  

Boa rd  for a  t o t a l 

m e m b e rs hip  of 

28



WHAT NEXT?

20 26  Na t iona l 
Fis h  Ha b it a t  
Ac t ion  Pla n

20 TH 
Annive rs a ry 

Ce le b ra t ion  in  
20 26

Na t iona l Fis h  
Ha b it a t  

As s e s s m e nt
FIRST UPDATE TO THE 

ACTION PLAN SINCE 2012

SPECIAL EVENTS AND 
PROMOTIONS 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

PHASE 1 RELEASED IN 
DECEMBER 2025

SMART OBJECTIVES SO 
THAT SUCCESS CAN BE 

MEASURED

SIGNIFICANT 
UPGRADES FROM 

PREVIOUS NATIONAL 
ASSESSMENTS DUE TO 
NEW DATA AND NEW 

TECHNOLOGY 
RENEWED CALL TO 

ACTION AND 
COLLABORATION



WITH US
CONNECT

202-838-3474

info@fishhabitat.org

www.fishhabitat.org
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