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A state-led Initiative modeled after the North American
Waterfowl Management Plan that brings together agencies,
Tribes, NGO's and the private sector to leverage investments
In fish habitat conservation projects

- Consisting of regional Fish Habitat Partnerships analogous to
Migratory Bird Joint Ventures




 AFWA Appoints Chair
* Regional AFWAs
* Five federal agencies
* Two Tribal
* Marine Fisheries Commissions/Councils
» Corporate Industry
* Recreational Fishing and Conservation NGO's




Regional Fish Habitat Partnerships

¥3FISH HABITAT

PARTNERSHIP

Puerto Rico &
U.S. Virgin Islands

Note: Alaska and islands not to scale

Includes current fish habitat partnerships, approved by the NFHP Board, June 2016.




A BRIEF HISTORY...

The Sportfishing and Boating

Partnership Council (SFBPC)
noted in the early 2000 ’s that,
despite significant mvestments

in aquatic habitat work, the
quantity and quality ofhabitat

continued to decline.




A BRIEF HISTORY....

In 200 I, the SFBPC held
stakeholder meetings across
the U.S.

They identified silos among
those working on aquatic
habitat conservation as the ke
reason forthe lack of progress
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Strategies and Resources Contributed by Federal Agencies to the National Fish Habitat Partnership

Data sharing Projects
2012 Federal Caucus / database Recruiting | Monitoring/ | Strategic on federal
member agencies Funding development partners evaluation plarning lands

Department of Commerce
NOAA Fehenes Service

Natconal Ocsan Service

Department of the Interior
U.S. Rsh & Wikife Service

U.S. Geclogicd Survey

Bureau of Land Management
Ofice of Surface Mining

Natconal Park Service
Bureau of Reclamation

Bureau of Ocean Eneegy Management

Departmwat of Agriculture
Forest Service

Natural Resources Consenation Servce
Farm Service Agency
Environmental Protection Agecy
Departmwat of Defense (DoD)

U.S. Army Corps of Enginears
DoD Natural Resources Program

Departmeat of Trans portation

Fedecal Highway Admintstretion
Departrwat of Homeland Secerity

Federal Emergency Management Agency
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AMERICA’S CONSERVATION
ENHANCEMENT (ACE) ACT OF
2020

NFH Board now

has full
authority for

No change 1n l:Inon-federal

mission, vision, match required

or key

for allprojects

elements of the program

the program




MEANS OF FHP COORDINATION

FHP MEETINGS STAKEHOLDER SCIENCE AND
AND OUTREACH DATA
SYMPOSIA AND PRODUCTS

ASSISTANCE




Fish Hahitat Parinerships Projects NFHP Investment Fonds Leveraged
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Dredging, Sedimentation, and Coastal Maintenance and Development

Our Partners’ Work
ASMFC's Harbor Deepening; Potential habitat and natural resources issues

ASMEFC's Beach Nourishment: A review of the biologjcal and physical impacts
ASMFC's Offshore Wind in My Backyard?

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation

ACFHP's Work
Conservation Moorings poster
Conservation Moorings Display in Jamestown

Our Partners’ Work
ASMFC's Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Policy: A review of past accomplishments and emerging_research and management

issues

United Nations Environment Programme's Out of the Blue: The Value of Seagrasses to the Environment and to People
The Pew Charitable Trusts' SAV Annotated Bibliography.

Shellfish Habitat

Our Partners' Work
ASMFC's The Importance of Habitat Created by Molluscan Shellfish to Managed Species along_the Atlantic Coast of the

United States

TNC's Restoration Guidelines for Shellfish Reefs

NOAA's value of oyster reefs infographic

The Pew Charitable Trusts' Shellfish Habitat Annotated Bibliography

Tidal Vegetation

Our Partners' Work
ASMFCs Living Shorelines: Impacts of erosion control strategies on coastal habitats
ICW'WG's Recommendations for Reducina Wetland Loss in Coastal Watersheds of the United States

WHAT DO BROOK TROUT NEED TO SURVIVE?

¢ Cold water, less than 68° F
* Highly oxygenated

¢ Clean places to nest
* The fewer the particles, like clay and silt,
the better!

¢ Trees!

¢ Hiding places
* Tucked away pools
* Undercut banks

* Unpolluted water with plenty of woody
material and things to eat, like insect larvae.

¢ Free flowing waters
* No obstructions, like dams or culverts
* Connected streams allow brook trout to
find cool water in summer and places to
mate in the fall

HEALTHY BROOK TROUT -
HEALTHY WATERS AND COMMUNITIES

This brochure was funded by the
West Virginia Rivers Coalition
through a grant from the
West Virginia Department
of Environmental Protection.

Are wild brook trout near me?

¢ [f you live near cold water in the Eastern U.S.,
you may have brook trout!

¢ Their range includes areas from Georgia to
northern New England, and the Great Lakes
and Canada

* The blue and orange on maps (unfold this flyer)
show where brook trout live now

e Visit https://easternbrooktrout.org or snap
the QR code on the map page.

Who can help with
advice and funding?
* There are many organizations that support and

help pay for brook trout conservation efforts,
including:
UDSA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NCRS) Farm Service Agency (FSA)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Trout Unlimited
Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture
Your local conservation district
Your state fish and wildlife agency
Check out what other resources are available in
your state: https://easternbrooktrout.org/

why-wild-brook-trout/landowner-resources-1 or
snap this QR code:

Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture is a National Fish Habitat
Partnership. Our vision is healthy coldwater systems with
fishable Brook Trout populations throughout their historic
eastern geographic range.

West Virginia Rivers Coalition is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit
dedicated to conserving and restoring West Virginia's
exceptional rivers and streams.

ROUT AN
AEALTHY WATERS:
AW

AGUIDE FOR LIVING NEAR
COLD WATER STREAMS

Presented jointly by

)

Fastern Brook Trout

worvnon | JOINT VENTURE
RIVERS A Fish Habitat Partnership
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Legend
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ACE REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2024

Removed the l:lnon-federal Reduced Added (3)

non-federal match project additionalseats

match required for solicitation and to the National

Fish Habitat

requirement each FHP funding

for rather than process from Board for a total

coordination cach project 18 to 2 months

membership of

28

activities
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2026 National
Fish Habitat
Action Plan

FIRST UPDATE TO THE
ACTION PLAN SINCE 2012

SMART OBJECTIVES SO
THAT SUCCESS CAN BE
MEASURED

RENEWED CALL TO
ACTION AND
COLLABORATION

20 TH

Anniversary

Celebration in
2026

SPECIAL EVENTS AND
PROMOTIONS
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

National Fish
Habitat
Assessment

PHASE 1 RELEASED IN
DECEMBER 2025

SIGNIFICANT
UPGRADES FROM
PREVIOUS NATIONAL
ASSESSMENTS DUE TO
NEW DATA AND NEW
TECHNOLOGY



CONNECT
WITH US

( 202-838-3474
bg info@fishhabitat.org

www.fishhabitat.org

NATIONAL

FISH
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